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Regular Session, 2009

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 49

BY REPRESENTATIVES RICHARDSON AND ST. GERMAIN

BOATS/SHIPS/VESSELS:  Requests the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to study the
issue of requiring the wearing of personal flotation devices

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION1

To urge and request the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to study the possibility of2

requiring all persons aboard a vessel to wear a personal flotation device.3

WHEREAS, for 2007, United States Coast Guard statistics show that over two-thirds4

of all fatal boating accident victims drowned, and of those, ninety percent were not wearing5

a life jacket; and6

WHEREAS, modern life jackets are available in a wide variety of shapes, colors, and7

sizes, are thin and flexible, some are built right into fishing vests or hunter coats, some are8

inflatable and as compact as a scarf or fanny pack until they hit water, when they9

automatically fill with air; and10

WHEREAS, once an accident or collision event begins, there is little, if any, reaction11

time to properly don a personal flotation device; and12

WHEREAS, personal floatation devices and motor vehicle safety belts are analogous13

safety equipment and current law requires the driver and front passengers to wear safety14

belts in a motor vehicle.15

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby16

urge and request the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to study the possibility of17

requiring all persons aboard a vessel to wear a personal flotation device.18

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall19

make a written report to the House Committee on Natural Resources and Environment and20
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the Senate Committee on Natural Resources of findings and make recommendations for any1

necessary legislation prior to the 2010 Regular Session.2

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the3

secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.4

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services.  It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument.  The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent.  [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Richardson HCR No. 49

Urges and requests the Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries to study the possibility of  requiring
all persons aboard a vessel to wear a personal flotation device and to report to the oversight
committees prior to the 2010 R.S.


